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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Before examination, please amend the above application as follows: 



In The Cldims 



eCM\ 



; Please delete claims 1-2<. 
/ l\ A* 

1 Please insert the following claims 22-41: 



-- ^'-a^r- A method of making an item of footwear ^uch as a shoe or a 
boot, including the steps of: 

forming an upper for the item of footgear on a forming last, 
the forming last including a body having the general shape of a foot 
around which the upper of the footwear item is to be formed, the body 
having a base corresponding to a sole of the foot shape; and 

moulding a rubber sole onto the formed upper while it is still 
mounted on the forming last, the forrynng last being heated before and/or 
during the moulding step, 

wherein the step of heating the forming last includes heating 
the base of the last body, whils/ substantially preventing the heating of 
parts of the body other than the base. 





2& A method as claimed in 



moulding the rubber sole includ 




wherein the step of 
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placing the last with the upper thereon adjacent a moul< 
assembly having a plurality of mould parts; 

arranging the mould parts adjacent the base of thp^ast and the 
upper thereon to define a mould cavity for the rubber sol§^ 

injecting rubber into the cavity; and 

applying heat and pressure to the rubber jr( the cavity to form 
^tfie sole in adherence with the upper. 

^Ar/K method as claimed in claim 2#, including the step of heating 
the mould parts before and/or during formation of the rubber sole to 
vulcanise the rubber. 




An apparatus for m^kirjgf an item of footwear such as a shoe 
or a boot, including: 

a forming last incl^ifeg a bodtf mimicking the general shape of 
a foot around which an uoper of th^item of footwear is to be formed, 
the body having a base Corresponding to a sole of the foot shape; and 

means for moulding a rubber sole onto a formed upper while it 
is still mounted on me forming last; 

the apparatus including meansjfor heatin g the baseofthe body 
of the forming/last, and including means for substantially preventing the 



heating of ^arts of the body other than the base. 

^3^1 An apparatus as claimed in claim 26, wherein the means for 
heating the base is located within the last. 

pi 

*27. An apparatus as claimed in claim 25, wherein the base includes 
'a metallic portion to which heat is transmissible from the heating means. 
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J£\ An apparatus as claimed in claim #7, wherein the metallh 
portion includes at least one metal plate member which extends over the 
base of the last body and wherein the heating means includes^ least 
one electrically activated heating element located inside the/last adjacent 
an inner side of said at least one plate member. 

An apparatus as claimed in claim £5f wherein the means for 
moulding the rubber sole includes a mould assembly having: 

a plurality of mould parts to be arranged adjacent the base of 
the last and the upper of the footwear item farmed thereon to define a 
mould cavity for the rubber sole; and 

an injector for injectipq a rubj^r mixture into the mould cavity. 

An apparatus as cl^ime^ifi claim 2$, wherein the moulding 
means includes means for cornpi^singthe rubber received within the 
mould cavity and means for h^ati{ig th^/mould parts to vulcanise the 
rubber in the mould cavity. 

30 

A last for making an item of footwear such as a shoe or a boot, 
including a body mynicking the general shape of a foot around which an 
upper of the iterr/of footwear is to be formed, the body having a base 
corresponding/to a sole of the foot shape and the last further including 
means for heating the base of the last body and means for substantially 

r- -/- ' , ■ — 

pre venti n g the heatin g of_p^tsj)f Jtb.e_b.o.dy_o.ther_than..the b ase . 




A last as claimed in claim 2f\ , the means for substantially 
presenting the heating of parts of the body other than the base comprising 
jrisulation means between the base and the rest of the body. 
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Jt3f A last as claimed in claim ^wherein the means for heatin< 
the base is located within the last. 

A last as claimed in claim y(, wherein the base incKjdes a 
metallic portion to which heat is transmissible from the he/fting means. 

A last as claimed in claim 33, wherein tlwmetallic portion 
includes at least one metal plate member which emends at least partially 
over the base of the body member. 





&6. A last as claimed in clai#TB5, vtfherein the heating means 
includes at least one electrically/activated heating element located inside 
the last adjacent an inner surfape p^/said at least one plate member. 

A last as claimed in/clmm 36/ wherein the last body includes a 
recess or cavityfor receiving and housing said at least one electrically 
activated heating element adjacent said at least one plate member, the 
said insulation means ^erving to insulate parts of the body other than the 
base from heat generated by the at least one heating element. 

H / 3* 

J&v. A last as claimed in claim 3v, wherein the insulating means 
includes a layer of thermal insulation material located between the at least 
one heatijjrcj element and non-metallic parts of the last body. 

A last as claimed in claim p-T wherein the last body includes a 
heef portion and a toe portion, the heel portion and the toe portion being 
separable from one another to facilitate removal of a finished item of 
footwear from the last. 
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I. A last as claimed in claim p-^wherein the last body is madj 
least partially from plastic. 



aefas claimed in claim ^-f^wherein the last body is made 
predominantly from plastic, such as polyethylene. - 
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